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empire, yet in its numerous theological, political and legal forms, the confessional conflict alone cannot be
considered the sole cause of the conflagration. A myriad of structural factors led to the disabling and ultimately
destructive breakdown of the Imperial constitution by 1618. Socio-economic considerations and various
political factors are emphasised to varying degrees by historians from diHering backgrounds and schools of
thought. The historiographical debate identifies several potential groups to blame in causing the crisis,
highlighting either the rivalry between the territorial princes for dominance in the Empire, or the continuous
power struggle between the princes and the Emperor. The outbreak of war must also be seen within the
political context of European power politics, as the Habsburgs and Bourbons struggled for supremacy on the
continent, whilst the Protestants represented an increasingly powerful bloc in northern Europe, threatening the
status quo of Habsburg peripheral empires. The precarious balance of power was maintained only by the
antiquated structures of the Holy Roman Empire. Under severe internal and external strain, it merely required a
final spark, which it found in Bohemia. 12 pp. Englisch.
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