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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: .The Romish Church has always ranged herself on the side of Despotism. -
tguizot It has lately become the fashion for party men and journalists to assert that the influence of the Papal
See on political affairs no longer exists; that history proves her power to have been on the wane during many
past years; that the march of intellect and spread of education have forced her to relinquish coercive power;
and that the resumption of her former influence is impossible. We are constantly told by prelates, priests, and
politicians, that the supremacy of the Pope in temporal affairs is not an established doctrine of the Roman
Church; it is simply a sententia in ecelesia--an unadjudicated question, without positive authority, and
incumbent upon no one s faith; that a Romanist may believe what he pleases on the subject, and be a good
Churchman still. Those, on the contrary, who, relying on the authority of the Fathers of that Church, receiving
the declarations of the priesthood themselves, and accepting the explanation of the Roman press, maintain a
different opinion, are accused of bigotry and intolerance, or stigmatized as enemies to liberty. It becomes us,
therefore, to examine these pretensions, and, having seen their import in other ages, to inquire if they have
been relinquished, or, as is strenuously urged, become obsolete. In order to a full appreciation of this
momentous question, a glance at the origin and progress of Papal assumption is necessary, so that a full idea...
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